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Penguins 


A relieved sigh rolled over Sharon's lips when the front door closed. She loved Christmas, but was happy that 
the hectic evening was over. When the kids woke up they immediately wanted to open their presents and she 
and Robert had been busy all day with keeping the new toys in the wrapping paper. After hours of desiring 
looks the kids were finally allowed to see what Santa had brought them. Robert had captured the moment 
when Luna's face lit up as she unwrapped a set of kids’ nail polish which she immediately had used on her 
mother. Sharon had taken the pictures when Robin revealed a new Star Wars Lego set and Logan 2 stuffed 


dinosaurs which he called Dino | and Dino 2. 


The kids had played with their new toys until it was time for bed, Logan taking his dino's with him to protect 
him. -You're nail polish can't do that, huh?- Sharon and Robert both kissed them goodnight before they cleaned 
up the living room and Robert left. It was tradition that he went drinking with his friends at Christmas night, 
and he refused to break it. Sharon didn't care anymore, this year she was even happy about the fact that he 
was gone. She took the last wrapped present from its hiding place under her scarfs and took it with her as 
she sat down in the couch with her laptop and a glass of wine. Skype popped up as soon as she was connected 
with the internet as if she was late for the appointment, which she wasn't. Her face lit up as the face of her 


Finnish Lover appeared on the screen, both smiling when they saw each other. 


‘You look tired’ Tarja immediately stated. 


‘lam tired. I've been surrounded by dinosaurs and Lego blocks and was used as a model for nearly an hour: 


Sharon showed her colored nails that looked terrible, but showed the love for her daughter. 

‘Do you still have enough energy to unwrap my present?! 

‘Of course’ Sharon laughed as she lifted the box. 

Carefully she untied the bow and took off the red paper. She smiled as she saw the bottle of wine and the 
little stuffed penguin that was tied to it. Her memories immediately drifted back to the day in Finland the 
previous month where she had called Tarja a penguin when she saw how cute the bonnet looked on her, and 
the pet name stuck 

‘tm going to take this one on tour with me: She smiled while looking up at the screen. ‘Open my present: 

With an excited face she watched how Tarja unwrapped the present, biting her lip as she was concentrated on 
not tearing the paper. The concentrated look turned into a smile as she revealed the keychain. She held it up to 
get a better look at it and Sharon also smiled as she saw the hugging penguins again. The Finnish woman's smile 
got wider as she saw the word Paradise engraved on the back, the song that had started the fire and love 
between the two of them. 


‘| love it Tarja whispered and for a second Sharon was afraid she was about to cry. ‘| love it almost as much 


as you, Sharon’ 

For a moment the two of them looked at each other, wishing they were together so they could really show 
their love for each other. It would be a while before they were able to see each other again, but they tried 
not to think about it, as they continued staring at each other. 

‘| miss you, sweetie’ Sharon broke the silence, right before a cry came out of the boxes as Tarja sighed. 
‘tm sorry Sharon, | have to go, Naomi really doesn't want to sleep: 

‘ts okay, | understand. | love you: 


‘| love you too’ And then the face of the Finnish woman disappeared. 


After sending a last Christmas message to her fans on Twitter, Sharon closed her laptop and went to bed, 
taking her penguin with her. 


